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Viet Killings
Unheeded !
T United Pr%lsr‘lnteéﬁational '

Al ,_mi;.s-e‘subdoﬁmibtee has
called on the Pentagon to in-

ate charges that Us.
servicemen routinely mur-

dered South Vietnamese civil-
ians ~suspected of Viet Cong

@quLtiesz' "many ~of whom
might have been innocent vic-
tims of faulty intelligence.

-The subcommittee saidin a
‘clagsified report, obtained by
United Press International
yesferday, that the Defense
Department” knew of the
¢harges involving a counter-
terro¢ismprogram called
Phoentx, but had failed to in-
vestigate. z
e report Said 20,587 per-
gotis sispected of being \?&%ﬁ:
é%?ggs‘tm&%turﬁ members
“killed under the program
froth “the  be; inmimg’"mﬁf 1968
th: ough May §71, and “itis
~ jmpossible not to wonder how
many of those persons were
 the, innocent vietims of faulty
im@g}.llgence.” S

. report

The report by the foreign |-
operations and government in- |

form ation subcommittee,
based on almost two years of
hearings and investigation in
Vietnam, questioned the “seri-
ous moral considerations of
U.S,. support for a program
that allegedly included tor-
ture, murder and inhumane
treatment of South Vietnam-
ese civilians.”

. However, the parent Gov-
ernment Operations Commit-
tee appeared ready to kill the
' through inaction. A
Sept. 17 meeting to consider
the report was called off, and
only a handful of merbers ap-

peared yesterday, preventing |

2 gordm.

Rep. John Conyers,D-Mich.
charged a ‘‘complete double-
cross” by both Republicans
and Democrats to prevent the
report from being approved.

«It would seem that here in
the eighth year of the Vietnam
war, we would want to get this
thing out,”. Conyers said. But
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he added it was “clear that -

Congress wants t0 rationalize
fhis whole damned thing.”
M

D-Pa., . subcommittee__chair-
uan, Fromised ano t
~to_gel the Teport ¢

- full_committee next week.
e e e e UM
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